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Foreword

This project was conducted to better understand the role of science in hen welfare
governance, especially in the context of a move from a general statement of jurisdictionally
variable requirements in a model codes of practice approach to one based on nationally
specific and verifiable standards informed by clear, detailed guidelines. The motivation for
undertaking the research is that animal welfare is emerging as a critical issue within society
to which the egg industry, along with other livestock industries, needs to respond. The
research builds on the extensive literature on animal welfare ethics, hen welfare science,
consumer studies, and politics and governance, supplemented by in-depth interviews of
eight Australian animal and hen welfare experts.

This project was funded from industry revenue, which is matched by funds provided by the
Australian Government.

This report i s asmange ofpeet-reviewed tesearch Bublicaiions and an
output of our R&D program, which aims to support improved efficiency, sustainability,
product quality, education and technology transfer in the Australian egg industry.

Most of our publications are available for viewing or downloading through our website:

http://aecl.org/r-and-d/

Printed copies of this report are available for a nominal postage and handling fee and can
be requested by phoning (02) 9409 6999 or emailing research@aecl.org.

Ms Jojo Jackson
Program Manager i RD&E
Australian Egg Corporation Limited
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